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Welcome to Heron Heights Elementary!

Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year! Together we will create a school where the genuine love for children, high expectations, and character building will be a priority. We are fortunate to have an outstanding staff, student body, parent network and a community who will bring enthusiasm, passion, and a commitment to the developing vision of our school.

At Heron Heights Elementary, we will have a strong dedication to academics, cultural enrichment, technology, and 21st century skills. I invite all of you to join us on our journey to ensure that each child at Heron Heights Elementary can become a respectful and productive global citizen.

As a parent and a principal, my top priority is providing the best education possible in a nurturing environment for our children. I encourage you to explore our website periodically. We will post updates, messages about parent meetings and other pertinent information about the happenings of Heron Heights. 

Sincerely,

Kenneth King
Mission of the School Board of

Broward County.

The School Board of Broward County, Florida, is dedicated to meeting the educational needs of all students in a safe learning environment.
Mission of Heron Heights Elementary

 The mission of Heron Heights Elementary is to provide an innovative teaching and learning environment that will empower the school community to excel in the 21stcentury.
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School Colors:  Hunter, Navy, White
School Mascot:  Hawk
ATTENDANCE

ABSENCE/TARDY POLICY
Student success in school is related to consistent and punctual attendance.  A pupil is counted absent when he/she is not in attendance on days when school is in session.  

It is important to be in school everyday.  If your child is not in school, he or she MAY BE showing early signs of truancy through a pattern of non attendance. (SB Policy 5.5)

PATTERNS OF NON-ATTENDANCE

A student may be establishing a pattern of non-attendance when 1) he or she has an accumulation of tardiness, early sign-outs, and/or absences (excused and unexcused) that exceed 5 days in one marking period or ten days in 2 marking periods or when 2) he or she is absent an unexcused 5 days in 30 calendar days or 10 days in 90 calendar days (Florida Statute 1003.26 (b).   However, a student does establish a pattern of non-attendance when he or she has an accumulation of 15 unexcused absences within 90 calendar days, with or without parent’s knowledge (habitual truant) (Florida Statute 1003.01 (8). 

The principal will ask for a medical explanation for 8 or more excused absences.  

REPORTING YOUR CHILD’S ABSENCE

Please report your child’s absence the day before, the day of, or within two school days following the absence, or the absence will be considered unexcused.  For your convenience, when a student is absent, please call the attendance line at 754-322-9152 to report your child’s absence.  This is a voice mail system that is available 24 hours per day.  Clearly state your child’s name, teacher, date(s) and reason for absence.  If for any reason you cannot call the school, a written note signed by the parent or guardian, stating the date and cause of the absence must be sent to school with your child when your child returns to school.  Again, failure to notify the school of the absence will result in an unexcused absence.  Using the attendance line is a quick and easy method to report your child’s absence.

Please note we are required to record the absences as unexcused until you report the reason for the absence to us. Our phone call out system “Parent Link” will notify parents of the absence in the event the absence was not reported to the school. Some situations will require written documentation from a private physician or public health unit. 

 Excused absences include:

1. Illness of student.  Any student who expects to miss at least 15 consecutive school days due to illness, medical condition, or social emotional reasons, or who would miss excessive days intermittently throughout the school year for the same reasons, and could benefit from instruction, should obtain a copy of the homebound referral packet from the ESE Specialist.

2. Illness of immediate family member.

3. Death in family.

4. Religious holidays of the students’ specific faith.

5. Required court appearance or subpoena by a law enforcement agency.

6. Special events: Examples of special events include important public functions, conferences, state/national competitions, as well as exceptional cases of family need.  The student must get permission from the principal/designee at least five days in advance. 

7. Scheduled doctor or dentist appointments. 

8. Students having or suspected of having a communicable disease or infestation that can be transmitted are to be excluded from school and are not allowed to return to school until they no longer present a health hazard (Florida Statute, 1003.22).  In order to return to school, parents must obtain a doctor’s note stating that the student is no longer contagious.  Chickenpox is the only infectious disease that does not require a doctor’s note.  Examples of communicable diseases and infestations include, but are not limited to fleas, head lice, ringworm, impetigo and scabies.  Students are allowed a maximum of five days excused absence for an infestation of head lice. 

Heron Heights is a BTIP (Broward Truancy Intervention Program) School.  This is a joint partnership program of the Broward State Attorney’s Office and the School Board of Broward County.  The program is designed to prevent excessive absences through parent notification and accountability, school interventions, and daily monitoring of attendance.

Parents are expected to communicate with school personnel regarding absences. Parents who do not comply are referred to the State Attorney’s Office.  To avoid notification from the State Attorney’s Office please follow the necessary procedures.

Students on field trips and students who attend alternative to suspension programs are not considered absent. 

The Code of Student Conduct has more information on attendance on pages 14-17.

TARDY POLICY
Being on time for school is a valuable part of a child's learning and should be stressed. School is the workplace of our students. By being punctual, the student will have the needed time to prepare himself for the day's work in a relaxed manner and will ensure that daily instruction is not missed.

Tardiness may also count toward establishing a pattern of non-attendance that may indicate early signs of truancy.  A pattern of non-attendance may be established by an accumulation of tardiness, absences (excused and unexcused), and early sign-outs that exceed 5 days (30 hrs) in a marking period or 10 days (60 hrs) in two marking periods.  

A student is considered tardy if he/she arrives in class after 8:00 a.m. Students arriving after 8:00 a.m. but before 8:10 a.m. are still considered late but should report directly to their classroom.  Students arriving after 8:10 a.m. must report to the office for a late pass.  There is a need to stress punctuality.  A tardy is excused for the same reasons that an absence is excused.  You will receive notice if your child is consistently tardy.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION POLICY
The birthday of each child is a very special event.  It is not possible to celebrate each child’s birthday in the classroom setting. 

Students & parents can NO LONGER bring in treats to celebrate brithdays.  

DISTRIBUTION OF INVITATIONS TO PERSONAL PARTIES IS PROHIBITED IN SCHOOL.

BULLYING

The School Board of Broward County has an “Anti-Bullying Policy” in place.  You may access the policy through a link at www.browardschools.com if you would like to to read the entire policy.  The following is a brief description of the definition of bullying.  You will also find additional information in the Student Code of Conduct on pages 17-23.

In addition, to any definition of bullying in Florida Statute, “bullying” is defined as unwanted, purposeful, written, verbal, nonverbal or physical  behavior, including, but not limited to, any threatening, insulting, or dehumanizing gesture, by an adult or student, that has the potential to create an intimidating, hostile, or offensive educational environment or cause long term damage; casue discomfort or humiliation; or unreasonably interfere with the individual’s school performance or participation, is carried out repeatedly and is often characterized by an imbalance of power.  Bullying may involve, but is not limited to:

· Unwanted teasing

· Threatening

· Intimidating

· Stalking

· Cyberstalking

· Cyberbullying

· Physical violence

· Theft

· Sexual, religious, or  racial     harassement

· Public humiliation

· Destruction of school or peronsal property

· Social exclusion, including incitement and/or coercion

· Rumor or spreading of falsehoods

Suspected acts of persistent bulllying should be reported to the teacher and/or school administrator. 

CAFETERIA
*Please note cost of meals.

The school cafeteria will serve breakfast and lunch for students attending Heron Heights Elementary.  Breakfast and lunch menus are published each month and posted on the school website.  Menus are also published weekly in the local newspapers.  

All students will be issued a cafeteria I.D. number that will be scanned each time they purchase breakfast and/or lunch. Each student will receive a badge and lanyard.  Students will need their I.D. badge to the cafeteria to purchase lunch. 

Breakfast will be served between 7:30 a.m. and 7:55 a.m.  The cost is $1.10.  Those students who qualify for free or reduced-price lunch will be eligible to receive breakfast in the same category.  Reduced price is 30 cents and must be paid for in advance.

Students are encouraged to pre-pay breakfast, lunch or milk by the week or month. When a student pre-pays, the information is entered on his/her individual ID number and is deducted as each meal is purchased.   

Lunch, including milk, is $1.90 daily; milk alone is 50 cents.  For those who qualify, reduced price lunch is 40 cents and must be paid for in advance. Students have the opportunity to purchase ice cream each Wednesday.  The cost of ice cream is 65 cents. 

If a child forgets lunch or money, he/she will have the opportunity to charge lunch one time (to be paid the next day).  If a student is without lunch or money for a second day, the student may not charge again until the previous charge has been paid.  In this event, the PTA will assist.  No child will go without a lunch.  It  would be appreciated if the PTA is reimbursed for any charges and assistance provided to students so that additional students can be helped.

The student will receive a cheese sandwich if there is still no money in the account after the second time he/she charged lunch. 

Children bringing their lunches to school should include straws, napkins, and utensils, as the cafeteria does not provide these. PLEASE DO NOT pack GLASS containers, METAL cans, SOFT DRINKS, ENERGY DRINKS or ALUMINUM FOIL in your child's lunch because they jam the trash disposal system, causing a health hazard.  

If you join your child for lunch, please sit at the end of the table.  Children MAY NOT sit on adults laps.  Fast food is prohibited in the cafeteria. 

Please refrain from taking pictures/video in the cafeteria. 

[image: image4.wmf]


CAFETERIA PROCEDURES
Students are expected to use their best manners in the cafeteria. Acceptable conversation and voice level are standard practices.  The following rules will be monitored daily:

I. Enter and leave quietly in a straight line.

II. Keep hands to yourself.

III. Select all food items/utensils when purchasing lunch.

IV. Eat your own food. (No trading or sharing.)

V. Use appropriate table manners.

VI. Speak in a quiet voice - talk only to children at your table, close to you.

VII. Raise your hand for assistance.

VIII. Listen for dismissal directions.

IX. Clean up your table/floor space.
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CLINIC
The "clinic" at Heron Heights is located in the front office. Our office and clinic employees staff the clinic.  They are allowed to give TLC (Tender Loving Care) and make the children comfortable.  They can check temperatures, apply ice,  apply bandages, and simple first aid.  Often times rest will solve the problem.  If your child still feels ill after resting 15 to 30 minutes, you will be called to come for your child.

Our staff works conscientiously to notify all parents about  injuries or complaints your child may have.  It is of utmost importance that the school office has a current telephone number and an emergency number in case of illness or accident while your child is at school. If none is furnished, the Police Department number will be placed as your emergency number. Update your information as often as necessary by sending a written note with the new information, or calling the school’s office. Your child's welfare depends on accurate and current information.  Just imagine how your child would feel if we couldn’t reach you.  If for some reason you don’t receive notification of your child’s visit to the clinic please let us know.  We work very hard to make sure parents are notified.

CODE OF CONDUCT
All Broward County Schools  stress positive character development.  Eight character traits have been selected and when practiced by all will enhance our schools and communities.  Each month, we will focus on a different character trait in our daily activities.  The eight traits are:  responsibility, citizenship, kindness, respect, honesty, self-control, tolerance, and cooperation. A reciprocal atmosphere of respect, dignity,  caring and appropriate behavior will be evident in all facets of school life. The administration, faculty, and staff of Heron Heights Elementary School encourage self-discipline by holding the student responsible for his/her behavior.

All teachers promote positive school behavior.  Students will be instructed on expectations and consequences of total school behavior.  Any student who misbehaves in a severe manner will be immediately referred to the office.  In addition, the Broward County Code of Student Conduct is in effect in all Broward County Public Schools.  The book is prepared in order that all parents, students, and teachers can be aware of their rights and responsibilities in school.  You can find information on the Discipline Matrix beginning on page 53 of the Code of Student Conduct. 

Please review your copy with your child and return the signature sheets to your child’s teacher.
CONFERENCES

Good communication between school and home is vital in the understanding of each student's progress.

Individual parent/teacher conferences will be held at least twice during the school year. These are conducted before and after school, as the teacher may not hold a conference during class time. Parents are encouraged to contact the teacher when they feel the need to discuss any phase of their child's progress. Any concerns about your child or your child’s educational program needs to be discussed with the classroom teacher first. Please do not contact administration until you have spoken with the classroom teacher.  An appointment should be made in advance.  For the safety of students and staff, please check in at the single entry office so that the teacher can be notified of your arrival.  You will need a government issued identification card when you enter the school.

DAILY DISMISSAL PROCEDURES
For optimum student safety, students are required to leave the school grounds promptly upon dismissal and go directly home.  Parents are requested to wait in the designated outside areas. PLEASE DO NOT GO TO THE CLASSROOM DOOR.  It is imperative that you speak with your child about safety procedures and what you expect. 

AFTER CARE

After-school supervisory services are available at Heron Heights Elementary School for the 2010-2011 school year.  We are proud to announce that we are running a school-based program at Heron Heights.  Please contact our Sandy Dorsainvil, After Care Supervisor, 754-322-9172, sandy.dorsainvil@browardschools.com for more information. 

CAR RIDERS
Car riders will be dismissed to the North parking lot (front of building).  Our procedure is that parents remain in their cars and staff members will get students into vehicles.  Parents should not be waiting on the sidewalk for students to be dismissed.  Please remain in your cars.  Please help us keep our traffic lanes open and flowing by driving up as far as you can.  LOAD & UNLOAD STUDENTS AT THE CURB AREA ONLY. DO NOT LEAVE ANY PARKED CARS IN THE TRAFFIC LANES OR AT THE CURB, as they disrupt the movement of cars for the whole school and you can be ticketed.  For their safety, students are to be picked up in designated areas only.  They will not be allowed to walk unattended to parked cars. Please follow all traffic signs. They are posted for the safety of our students. 

*Cell phone use is prohibited in student drop off and pick-up areas.

We know that the lines are sometimes slow, but the lives and safety of our children are worth the time.  

Again, we solicit your support and  cooperation in making dismissal safe for your child--our student.

North Lot –Visitor parking is available  available in the north lot.  

West lot – This lot is for staff parking ONLY. Additionally, this lot is used for registered car pools of 5 or more students in the afternoon. 

Please contact Ms. Weiss if you want to register a carpool of 5 students or more. 

*We encourage car pooling, biking, walking (if you live close enough) to reduce traffic.
SCHOOL BUSES 
Only students who are assigned to a bus may ride the bus.  Bus students must obey the bus safety rules.  Failure to do so will result in disciplinary action.  Please read pages 22-23 of Code of Student Conduct noting unacceptable behavior and consequences.  Please note students can be removed from the bus and bus privileges can be suspended for inappropriate behavior.  Buses will arrive and depart in the west parking lot (back of building).  If you know ahead of time that your child will not be riding home on the bus, please notify the driver and the classroom teacher.

Students can only ride the bus if they qualify for the service.  Students who ride buses can no longer change buses or bus stops. This is a SBBC policy.  

Each student riding a bus will be given a bus band, that should be attached to the student’s backpack, for easier identifation of the bus route and stop.

WALKERS AND BICYCLE RIDERS
The crossing guards are in authority and are to be obeyed.  Bicycle riders are expected to observe all bicycle safety rules, including wearing a helmet, staying on the bike paths, and parking in one of the bike racks at the front or back of the school.  If a child is signed out early, a staff member will open the bike rack upon notification from the front office.   Although our bike racks are locked during the days, we advise you to provide your child with a lock for his/her bike.

Walkers should follow the appropriate walking route.   They must remain on the sidewalk and must cross with the crossing guards at the designated crossing areas.   The crosswalks have been determined by Broward County Traffic Department, not the school. 

Teachers must receive written notice of any change in your child’s dismissal procedure or the standard dismissal procedure will be followed.

EMAIL CHANGES OF DISMISSAL WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 
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Back Packs

For safety reasons, we are asking that students not use back packs with wheels.  In an effort to not over burden students, teachers will monitor homework so that students need not take multiple books home and keep those back packs light.  Thanks for your cooperation.

EARLY DISMISSAL POLICY

While we understand that certain situations necessitate the early dismissal of students, we ask that you keep these to a minimum.  Signing out early may count towards establishing a pattern of non-attenandce that may indicate early signs of truancy.  A pattern of non-attenance may be established when early sign-outs exceed 5 days in a marking period or 10 days in two marking periods.  If you know in advance that you will be picking up your child early, please write a note to the teacher so the student will be ready when you arrive.  We will call the student out of class when you come in to the office. Students will only be released to parents/guardians who registered the child or indicated another adult be allowed to pick up the child.  Please have identification available.

No student will be called for early dismissal after 1:30 pm as teachers are culminating the day’s activities, assigning or clarifying homework and preparing for dismissal.  Additionally, students do not need to miss any more school time than absolutely necessary.  Please arrive prior to 1:30 p.m. if early dismissal is necessary.
CHANGES IN DISMISSAL PLAN

All changes in dismissal plans need to be in writing and happen before 1:30 pm.  Changes in dismissal plans cannot be taken over the phone because of safety reasons. 

Parents/guardians may change dismissal plans by fax.  The fax needs to include the change in dismissal, a copy of a picture I.D., and include a phone number to verify the identity of the parent/guardian.  Parents may want to use the change in dismissal code word that will be on your early dismissal card.

EMAIL CHANGES OF DISMISSAL WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

EMERGENCY DISMISSAL
An emergency dismissal is defined as a situation that occurs which requires the evacuation of the building and the need for the children to be sent home prior to regular dismissal time. An emergency dismissal form must be completed for each student and kept on file. It is the parent's responsibility to be certain that this information is kept up to date and that your child KNOWS what to do in the event of an emergency dismissal. A new form will need to be completed each year and as often as your plans for your child change.  The closing of school because of an emergency is a decision made by the Superintendent of Schools.

CRISIS PROCEDURE

The District has outlined specific steps schools will take - determined by the color-coded threat level set by the Department of Homeland Security, in emergency situations.   All levels and subsequent actions have been thoroughly discussed with school staff and Crisis Response Team members.   The District’s Special Investigative Unit is in continuous contact with Broward County emergency management officials as well as local, state and federal law enforcement authorities.

The District will notify parents and the community through the District Web site (www.browardschools.com), the District Rumor Control Hotline (754)321-0321, the Broward Schools E-news (register at the homepage) and the local media if any information is received that may warrant a drastic change in the school routine.  Field trips may be cancelled accordingly. Please be aware that access to Heron Heights Elementary during an incident might be restricted for a variety of reasons beyond our control.  If the school is in a lockdown situation, parents are to report to Westglades Middle School where they will be given information on the school’s status. 
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RAINY DAY DISMISSAL

Please be sure you discuss with your child what you want him/her to do if it is raining at dismissal. It is impractical to assume that all students could call home for instructions. In the event of lightning, thunder and/or very heavy rains at dismissal, Heron Heights' procedure is as follows:

Bus Students:  The bus students will be dismissed on time.  Since the school buses service other schools after Heron Heights, they must adhere to their schedule even in inclement weather.  For this reason, you need to be aware of your child's dismissal from the bus.  If the weather is extremely bad, you may want to make arrangements for your child to be picked up at the bus stop.  (Traffic is sometimes slower in bad weather.  Please give the buses a few extra minutes before calling school.)

Car Riders:  These students will be dismissed using an alternate pattern so that students are not waiting  outside in the rain.  We appreciate your patience.  Please stay in your cars and we will call for the student(s) to come down. 

Walkers/Bike Riders:  These students will be held in the building as long as possible.  We sometimes need to release them in heavier rain than we would prefer because of the crossing guard schedule.  If we must detain the children past the crossing guards scheduled time we will notify the Broward Sheriff Department for assistance. We cannot dismiss if there is lightning/thunder.  If you want your child released in extremely poor weather due to your work schedule, you may come to the school and we will release your child to you.

We will release students only to those individuals you have designated on your Emergency Dismissal form. 

It is advisable to pack a rain poncho and/or umbrella in your child's backpack every day.  As you know, Florida weather can change without warning!
DRESS CODE

As you know, appropriate dress/grooming can help create and maintain a positive learning environment.  Students are expected to dress in a manner which honors their responsibilities and respects the rights of others.  Pages 25-26 of the Code of Student Conduct provides a description of appropriate school dress.  We would like to stress some areas, which are concerns.

*Footwear must be worn at all times.  Bedroom slippers or any other type of backless/strapless footwear is not allowed.

*Clothing that exposes the torso or upper thigh is not allowed.  No  spaghetti straps, tube or tank tops without an over blouse.

*No head coverings/hats unless they are for medical or religious reasons.

* Articles of clothing with spikes or sharp objects are not allowed.

Please be sure to read all of the descriptions on pages 25-26 of the Code of Student Conduct.  You will be notified if your child is not appropriately dressed. 

EARLY RELEASE DAYS 
Early Release Days are scheduled to provide staff development and planning for our faculty. The Early Release dates are listed on the attached school calandar.

Please mark your calendar.  Dismissal time is at 12:00 pm.  Students need to be picked up on time; therefore, appropriate arrangements need to be made.  Bus service will be provided starting at 12:00 pm for our regular bus students.  Children attending the After School Program at Heron Heights will also begin at 12:00 pm.  It would be convenient to send your child to school with a bag lunch on these days.  Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated!  

FIELD TRIPS
Field trips are a valuable extension of the classroom curriculum when carefully planned and correlated with a unit of study.  Permission notices are sent home for each field trip that is planned.  Deadlines for return of the form and payment are noted.  No child may attend a school field trip without the written permission of his parent or guardian.  Payment may be made by cash or check for trips.  Parents/guardians will be responsible for reimbursing the school for checks returned because of insufficient funds. Please follow the deadlines indicated because WE WILL STRICTLY ADHERE TO ALL DEADLINES! 

Per the Code of Student Conduct:  Under special conditions, students may be denied participation in educational or non-educational field trips and educational school-sponsored actitivies. (See SB Policy 6303).

Only Heron Heights Elementary students are allowed to go on any field trip.  Parent chaperones may not bring younger or older siblings.  This is regulated by School Board procedures.

FIELD TRIP CHAPERONES

Only approved School Board of Broward County volunteers can chaperone field trips.  Teachers know what assisstance they need from chaperones and will have the final decision of who will chaperone each field trip. 
FLOWER/BALLOON DELIVERY

Students MAY NOT receive floral or balloon deliveries at school.  It becomes a distraction to the class.  
GUIDANCE SERVICES

Heron Heights’ guidance department strives to assist all students in their social, emotional, and academic development. Our counselors are available to talk with parents who may have concerns regarding their child's progress or growth and development.  Parents wishing to confer with the counselor may call the school at 754-322-9150. We encourage parents to utilize the resources of our guidance counselor, ESE Specialist, and the School Psychologist.
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HOMEWORK

Homework is defined as meaningful and quality work assigned to a student that is intended to be completed during non-instructional hours. The pollicy of Broward County Schools is that meaningful and quality homework is required at all grade levels in all schools. The amount of homework should depend upon the learning and individual needs of the student.

Each teacher will provide homework that reinforces what is being taught in the classroom.  Students are expected to be responsible for the homework by making sure they know what the assignment is, understanding the directions and bringing the appropriate materials home when they leave the classroom. 

School Board Homework Policy 6306 

A best practice for maximum time for homework is 10 minutes times the grade level (i.e., 1st grade=10 mins., 4th grade=40
mins., 7th grade=70 mins., 11th grade=110 mins., etc.). Please note that these times are for the total amount of homework for any given day, not per class or subject.

With parents and teachers working together, homework should be an extension of the school program and should reinforce your child’s learning.  Any questions or concerns about homework should be directed to your child’s teacher. 
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LOST AND FOUND

Sweaters, coats, lunch boxes, etc. should have your child's name on them.  Any lost item will be turned in to the lost and found.  If your child has lost an item, please check the lost and found.
MAKE UP WORK

For each day of "excused" absence, students will have (2) days to make up work, not counting the day of return. Previously assigned work is due the day of return. Teachers are NOT required to send work home with students who are going away on vacation during the school year. According to school board policy, the student shall be responsible for obtaining and making up all assignments missed while absent for legitimate reasons.  Parents may call for books only if the child will be absent more than one day. The office will notify the teacher and the books will be waiting in the front office.  Parents may pick up the books between 1:30 and 2:30 p.m. ONLY.  Requests for work for children who are out sick must be given to the teacher 24 hours in advance.
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MEDIA
The Media Center provides large and small group instruction in reference skills, technology, and children’s literature.  During daily “open library” hours, students may check out books and do research as needed.  Students check out one book per visit to the Media Center; however, they must return the book before checking out another.  Parents are required to pay for any books that are lost or damaged. 

MEDICATION  
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A parent or guardian, in accordance with Board Policy, must have authorization for a student to take medication on school grounds. Forms are available in the front office. The school is not permitted to give medication on its own, not even aspirin. No person in the clinic will dispense unauthorized medication, not even a school nurse.

Students may not bring any form of medication to school to take by themselves during the school day.  This includes non-prescriptive items such as cough drops, vitamins, and aspirin.

PARENT GROUPS

Heron Heights has three very active Parent Groups.  They are the PTA (Parent Teacher Association), SAC (School Advisory Council) and SAF (School Advisory Forum).  Each group is a combination of parents, school staff, and community.  Though the process of each may be slightly different, the purpose of all is to support and improve the school.

Parent Teacher Association

Heron Heights’ PTA has been active and  continues to provide numerous opportunities for parents to become involved.  Your participation is vital. 
PTA will provide support to Heron Heights through various fund-raisers during the school year.  Additionally, they have planned several wonderful activities for our students and parents. 

PTA also provides many special projects to enhance the academic programs at Heron Heights, which include Meet the Masters and Math Superstars. You will receive more information as these programs are initiated.

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL

The School Advisory Council is a combination of parents, teachers, and community members working to meet the state accountability goals focusing on school improvement.  The council will meet once each month.  The SAC must have a core member group but all interested can attend.

SCHOOL ADVISORY FORUM

The Advisory Forum gives parents and other interested citizens the opportunity to share insights with the principal and school staff.  The Advisory Forum meets once a month. No question is too small to be heard.  Listening to one another and exchanging thoughts and ideas provides an excellent means to improve the learning opportunities at Heron Heights.  When parents are involved in the educational process of their children, the children do better in school, and we have a more effective and efficient school.

Meetings of each of the parent groups are open to all.  Dates will be published in our school newsletter and the website for your information.
PERSONAL PROPERTY

Any personal property, including bicycles, pencils, money, and so on, brought to school is at the risk of the owner.  The school cannot assume the responsibility for the care of this property.

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS NEED TO BE LEFT AT HOME

1.
Toys

2. Silly Bands

3. Money in large amounts.  Students          should  bring only what is needed for the day; the risk of lost money is ever-present.

4. Skateboard, scooters, and roller blades of any kind, sneakers with wheels.

5. Audio devices, head phones

6. Electronic games

6.
Laser pointers/pens

7.
Playing cards

These items will be kept in the office until reclaimed by a parent.
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REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS
Progress Reports are one way for teachers to share the progress your child is making in school.  As they are sent home after the completion of each 45-day period, parents should be monitoring daily grades and working to be sure your child is not having difficulty at school.  Students in grades 1-5 will receive a progress report at the completion of each quarter.  Kindergarten students will receive a report for quarters 2, 3 and 4.  A student must be in attendance for 25 days in order to receive a progress report. Please examine the report card carefully and review it with your child.  Parents/guardians need to sign and return the report card envelope promptly
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Conferences and interim reports are also used to share information. Interim reports are generally sent home when students are failing or performing below expectancy midway through the marking period or at any time the teacher sees a noticeable change in performance.

You will receive more specific information explaining your child’s progress report when they are issued.  Keeping communication open with your child’s teacher throughout the year is a key to successful contact about your child.

SCHOOL HOURS
The school day begins at 8:00 a.m. and ends at 2:00 p.m.  Children are not to arrive on the school grounds before 7:30 a.m., as there is no supervision until that time. When the bell rings at 7:55 a.m., the students will go directly to their classrooms.   If students are not in their classroom at 8:10 a.m., they will be marked absent.  Our teachers utilize each minute of the school day in order to maximize learning.  Because of this, all students are expected to be in attendance from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

SCHOOL PHONE
Student use of the telephone is for emergency situations.  Students need to pre-plan and be responsible for lunches, lunch money, homework, and required materials needed for the school day.  Children will not be permitted to use the telephone to make arrangements for after school activities or to request to be picked up after school.  Please go over the use of school telephones with your child.  We cannot interrupt classes with messages to students except in emergency situations. Additionally, student cell phones must be turned off during the school day.

SCHOOL SECURITY

All entry for visitors, volunteers etc. will be through the single entry office. (Next to double front doors.) All other doors will be locked during the school day. 

You must sign  in at the counter in the single entry office.  This allows us to monitor the visitors coming into school. You will need a government issued identification card when you enter the school.  Thanks for your help.
STUDENT INSURANCE
Student insurance is available to all students at nominal cost and is optional.  When a student insured under this plan is injured, he will be given a claim form.  The form must be completed by his parents and presented to the doctor or hospital.  The school merely acts as a medium in supplying the insurance forms and assumes no liability either for the injury or the subsequent negotiations with the company.

TEXTBOOKS
All of the basic textbooks are the property of the school.  Students are responsible for keeping all books assigned to them in satisfactory condition.  The parent must pay for any book that is lost or badly damaged under any circumstance.  We request that book covers be used on the textbooks that are brought home.
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CLASS SIZE 

Due to the state Class Size Reduction law, students may need to be moved between teachers after the start of school to ensure compliance with the required student limits. These limits are 18 students for Pre-Kindergarten to grade 3, 22 students for grades 4 to 8, and 25 students for grades 9 to 12 in core classes. Please know that students’ needs will continue to be met through proper instruction and services. 

TRANSFERS TO A DIFFERENT SCHOOL
If a student transfers from Heron Heights Elementary, please inform the office and the teacher at least three days in advance so that the student's school records may be prepared for transfer to the new school.  The student must return all textbooks, library books and other school materials no later than the last day of attendance at Heron Heights.
VOLUNTEERS
We welcome parents, friends, and community to become involved in educating students.  Help build a strong future by becoming a Heron Heights volunteer. Please contact our PTA volunteer coordinator if you are interested in becoming a volunteer. All volunteers must attend a special orientation prior to beginning their service. Volunteers can assist in classrooms, cafeteria, clinic, media center, field trips, special events and even the office. Teachers determine the degree of volunteer assistance that is needed in their class. We look forward to continuing our exemplary volunteer program with your participation.  All volunteers must complete an online registration form and be cleared to volunteer as required by the Jessica Lundsford Act.  

To apply on-line go to 

www.getinvolvedineducation.com.   

This includes parents who chaperone field trips.  Volunteers must always sign in before going to their assignments.  Younger children are not allowed to accompany parents on the volunteer’s activities in the school. 
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THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA

BENJAMIN J. WILLIAMS, Chair
ANN MURRAY, Vice Chair
ROBIN BARTLEMAN

MAUREEN S. DINNEN

PATRICIA GOOD

LAURIE RICH LEVINSON

NORA RUPERT

DONNIE CARTER

Interim Superintendent of Schools

The School Board of Broward County, Florida prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender, national origin, marital status, race, religion or sexual orientation.  Individuals who wish to file a discrimination and/or harassment complaint my call the Director of Equal Education Opportunities at (754) 321-2150 or Teletype Machine TYY (754) 321-2158

Individuals with disabilities requesting accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may call the Equal Educational Opportunities Department (EEO) at 754-321-2150 or TDD# 754-321-2158.

www.browardschools.com
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